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JULY 11, 2012

The July 11, 2012 regular meeting of the Borough of Totowa Board of Adjustment was held at the Municipal Building.  Chairman Fierro called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.; followed by the Flag Salute.  Attorney Richard Brigliadoro read the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:

Present:  Chairman Fierro, Vice Chairman Krautheim, Commissioners Niland, Patten, D’Ambrosio, Mancini, D’Aiuto, Alternate Korsakoff, Attorney Brigliadoro, Engineer Cristaldi, Secretary Rattino.

Excused:  Alternate Cortese, Attorney Saracino, Engineer Murphy.

A motion to accept the minutes of the May meeting was made by Commissioner D’Ambrosio and seconded by Vice Chairman Krautheim.  On a roll call vote all Commissioners present voted in the affirmative.  The June minutes needed an update and will be voted on to be accepted at the August 2012 meeting.

Dean D’Aiuto was sworn in as Commissioner to the Board of Adjustment through December 2012.  Congratulations were extended to Commissioner D’Aiuto.

1ST CASE:
DIMO AND MARIJA GOLCEV



7 ROSELAND AVENUE, BLOCK 154, LOT 25

Service in order.  Applicant requesting necessary variance(s) for an addition to home – required variances front yard setback, side yard setback, rear yard setback, F.A.R. and any others that may be required.  Represented by Steven Veltri, Esq.  The letter of intention was reviewed.  The applicants propose to renovate by adding a second story and relocate the front porch.  

Matthew Evans, Architect/Planner, was sworn.  He explained the plans and the major renovations proposed for this application – the basement plan/garage plan/first floor/new entrance/second floor addition/exterior products/F.A.R. (61%).  The positive criteria of this application were discussed.  Engineer Murphy’s report will be complied with.  There will be parking for four cars on site.  The home will consist of four bedrooms for a mom, dad, and two children.  Curbing will be addressed.  

Dimo Golcev, Owner, was sworn.  He described the current home to the Board.  Engineer Cristaldi is satisfied they will meet conditions.

Public to be Heard –

Theresa Yost-Tsigounis of 5 Roseland Avenue was sworn.  She is concerned since she recently installed solar paneling on her home regarding shading height of the proposed home.  She also expressed concerns about the relocation of the front door and the easement that will need to be accessed.  Attorney Veltri stated he will respond to all her concerns.

Joanne Forte and Alex Forte (sworn) of 9 Roseland Avenue are concerned with the front door relocation to a private narrow road/easement.

Timothy Gardner of 11 Roseland Avenue was sworn.  He wants to see the easement documents.  He is concerned with the liability and wants the new applicant to be in the partnership.  The Board explained that they cannot get in the middle of that issue.

Angelo Coiro, property owner, was sworn.  He feels that basically the entrance needs to be kept what it is now.  He proposed that the applicant curve the new entrance stairs to Roseland Avenue.  The solar calculation/documentation need to be included on the plan.

Carol Gartner, 11 Roseland Avenue, was sworn.  She was inquiring about the destiny of the trees on the property towards fence.  She was told they may not be impacted.

The public portion of the meeting was now closed.

The existing house/driveway plans need to be provided as a condition of approval.  They will also need to have full compliance with the building height conformance.  The plans will need to be noted on the solar issue.  The steps will need to have a walkway to Roseland Avenue.  We cannot alter easement.

A motion to grant the necessary variance(s) was made by Commissioner D’Ambrosio and seconded by Commissioner Mancini.  Vote to grant:  6-1.  Vote to deny:  Commissioner Patten.  (Tape #1, #1 - #5577).

2ND CASE:
BARNYARD AND CARRIAGE HOUSE



754 TOTOWA ROAD, BLOCK 9, LOT 44

Service in order.  Applicant requesting necessary variance(s) for an amended site plan approval – expansion of restaurant and catering hall located in R-40 residential zone, outdoor dining and recreational sports areas within property; site plan approval and parking alterations and any others that may be required.  Represent by Raymond Reddin, Esq.  Also present were Michael Holland, Owner and Christine Miseo, Architect.

An executive session was held from 9:25 p.m. to 9:40 p.m.  These minutes are separate from the regular meeting minutes.  A roll call was done upon returning to the regular meeting. 

The applicant was informed that regarding the resolution on the litigation, the documents were distributed to the Board members with the Consent Judgment attached.

The new application consists of approval for a service elevator on the outside of the building (previously approved for interior), move volleyball court to the front of the property (loosing 11 parking spots), relocating parking spots in front of the lot.

Michael Holland was sworn.  The proposed service elevator was described to the Board as well as the site plan for the volleyball court relocation.  

Christine Miseo was sworn.  Ms. Miseo walked the Board through the proposed and updated site plans.  Post lights will be removed and additional lights with lenses will be on the new court (which is now 154 feet away versus 50 feet away).  The sheds will be moved and the garbage will be relocated and in a screened area.  The 15 additional parking spaces moving into the stone gravel area was discussed.  There will also be overflow parking in two locations.  A-1 was discussed with the Board.  The old volleyball area will be landscaped and gardens will be added.  The amended site plan was reviewed.  Engineer Cristaldi discussed the parking with the applicant.

Special reasons – met negative criteria – no detriment to the public good; limited expansion and the location.

There was no public to be heard.  The public portion was closed.  Mr. Murphy’s report will be complied with.

A motion to grant the necessary variance(s) was made by Commissioner Niland and seconded by Commissioner D’Ambrosio.  Vote to grant:  7-0.    (Tape #1, #5700 – Tape #2, #1250).

THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION(S) WAS MEMORIALIZED:

1ST CASE:
BARNYARD AND CARRIAGE HOUSE



754 TOTOWA ROAD, BLOCK 9, LOT 44

A Resolution and attached Consent Judgment that was presented were memorialized and adopted.  All voting members (four) voted in favor.  

2ND CASE:  
RON AND DIANE DELLANNO



296 WINIFRED DRIVE, BLOCK 167, LOT 14

Variance(s) granted for an addition to one-family home – front yard setback, F.A.R. and any others that may be required.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Patten and seconded by Commissioner D’Ambrosio.  The meeting ended at 10:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Rattino, Secretary

