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MINUTES OF MAY 8, 2013

The May 8, 2013 regular and reorganization meeting of the Borough of Totowa Board of Adjustment was held at the Municipal Building. Chairman Fierro called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m.; followed by the Flag Salute.  Attorney William Saracino read the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:
Present: Chairman Fierro, Vice President: John Krautheim, Commissioner Niland,  D’Ambrosio, Commissioner Mancini, Commissioner Cuccinello Alternate Korsakoff, Attorney Saracino, Engineer Murphy, Secretary Steinhilber.

Meeting of the zoning board was read by Attorney Saracino.

A motion to accept the minutes of the March 2013 meeting was made by Commissioner D’Ambrosio and seconded by Commissioner Mancini. On a roll call vote all Commissioners present voted in the affirmative.


1ST CASE:	NY. SMSA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP B/D/A VERIZON WIRELESS
		325-327 UNION BLVD., BLOCK 92, LOT 10
Applicant requesting necessary variance(s) to Accessory Structure located within rear and side yard setbacks.  Expansion of prohibited use towers and antennas in B-2 zone of equipment exceeding allowed.  Block wall enclosure exceeding allowed height.

Applicant, Gary Niece sworn in by Attorney Saracino.  Property located in B-2 zone, height variance 42’ and use variance backup generator placed grade at rear of site (not used for parking), behind a dumpster-radio equipment to be located in basement with two HVAC units.  Use of lot coverage to go to 73.2%.

Engineer, Anthony Suppa sworn in by Attorney Saracino.  Mr. Suppa resides at 53 Frontage Road, Hampton New Jersey.  Proposes 12 antennas on roof-fiberglass concealed unto 10’ high painted to match existing building.  Equipment will be in basement on steel framing-2 HVAC units on roof-Cable tray to match building running to the roof.  Generator to go at rear of site and to build up and 8’ wall on side plus a wall in front to shield generator.  Generator is tested one a week during business hours for approx. a half hour (11:00am – 11:30am).  Decipal sound is about 60 decipals only when generator runs.

Engineer Murphy will design waiver for the dumpster area because it is a parking space.  Generator needs to be 5’ from building in accordance to code.  

Engineer Murphy also needs to do the following:
1.  Supporting calculation needed
2. Detail on cable tray
3. Roof coverage
4. Plan should label all antennas
5. Signed and seal survey
6. Comply with generator sounds

Radio Frequency Engineer, Hoera Castaneea sworn in by Attorney Saracino.  Hoera states that new antennas will provide better coverage for Totowa. Exhibit A-1, Proposed telecommunication overlay.  This cell tower is a perfect location for dead areas of cell.   Engineer Hoera also states that there is no interference from each carrier and no interference with Police or Fire Department.  If a building gets built taller than 325-327 Union Blvd., then there may be an issue with this site.

Radio Frequency Engineer, Paul Dugan sworn in by Attorney Saracino.  Engineer Dugan resides at 508 Ferncastle Drive, Downingtown Pennsylvania.  On February 14, 2013 finding comply with electromagnetic field safety standards, Exhibit A-2-Millenium Engineering, PC (Paper).

Professional Planner, William F. Masters sworn in by Attorney Saracino.  Mr. Masters resides at 19 Armwood Drive, Morris New Jersey.  Mr. Masters states that site is very well suited for the application proposed, and that it meets technical support from Verizon Wireless.  Building can support the system.  There will be two traffic corridors, one on Union Blvd and the second on Totowa Road.  The proposed site has sufficient space for usage and the landlord is willing.  Mr. Masters also states that the benefits for the generators out way the detriments of it.    Exhibit A3, Photo exhibit board, gives examples of photos with existing and with simulated additions for this project.

Public to be heard:

	Totowa resident, Dorothy Venezia sworn in by Attorney Saracino.  Mrs. Venezia resides at 36 Huntington Terrace, Totowa New Jersey.  Mrs. Venezia represents 320 Union Blvd, 2nd Floor.  She states that the proposed will be an eyesore and is asking Mr. Dugan about safety and the electromagnetic fields.  Mr. Dugan states that 30 feet is safe-and 320 Union Blvd is approximately 75 feet from the address in question.

	Totowa resident, Lena DiGangi sworn in by Attorney Saracino.  Ms. DiGangi resides at 320 Union Blvd. Totowa New Jersey.  Ms. DiGangi states there is no clarity about safety on phones to ears, so what do the antennas give off?  Mr. Dugan answers that everyone has to comply with FCC safety.

Engineer Murphy requires variances for:
1.  Side yard setback 3’6
2. Rear yard setback 7’
3. Height for enclosure 6’ maximum
4. Use variance
5. Height variance 34’5-48’ T-Moblie-42’ Verizon
6. Lot variance 25%
7. Design waiver for one parking space for generator
8. Must match existing on all walls for generator or will comply with all variances
	

A motion to grant the necessary variance(s) was made by Commissioner D’Ambrosio and seconded by Commissioner Cuccinello.  Vote to grant: 7-0 (Tape #1, #1-5577)

Applicant will keep all Exhibits

THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION(S) WAS MEMORIALIZED:

1st CASE:	TOMMASELLO
		15 CEDAR COURT, BLOCK 133, LOT 9.6
Variance(s) granted for expansion of rear yard setback.

2ND CASE:	ROMANO
		39 WILSON AVENUE, BLOCK 141, LOT 10
Variance(s) granted for expansion of rear yard setback.

3RD CASE:	EMERGENCE CHURCH, INC.
		930N. RIVERVIEW DRIVE, BLOCK 169, LOT 6
Variance(s) granted for expansion of non-conforming use church and assembly in I-3 zone.

 Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Commissioner Niland and seconded by Commissioner D’Ambrosio.  The meeting was adjourned @ 10:20p.m.
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Respectfully submitted,
Pam Steinhilber, Secretary
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